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CEDAR HILL – Northwood University will again honor some of America’s great minds and philanthropists during a weekend of events celebrating women.  The Distinguished Women’s Forum and Luncheon -- featuring Distinguished Women panelists -- will be held at 11:30 a.m. Friday, Oct. 31 at the Westin Galleria, 13340 Dallas Parkway. The 39th annual Distinguished Women black-tie awards ceremony will be held Saturday, Nov. 1 at 6:30 p.m., also at the Westin Galleria. To purchase tickets, call 972-293-4059 or e-mail dw@northwood.edu. Please RSVP for the awards ceremony by Oct. 22. 





This year’s Distinguished Women: 
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Theo Gilbert-Jamison              
                                
Conyers, Georgia • Author and Speaker

Creative force behind the innovative concepts and methodologies utilized by Performance Solutions by Design, a consulting firm catering to luxury and premium brands with an emphasis on creating a culture of service excellence; speaker and consultant to senior executives in high profile organizations; former Vice President of Training & Organizational Effectiveness for the Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company, LLC overseeing the daily operations of The Ritz-Carlton Leadership Center and responsible for worldwide training and development initiatives; author of The Six Principles of Service Excellence and co-author of The Leadership Book of Numbers; her third book, Becoming a Level Three Organization, is scheduled to be published in 2009.
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Betty W. Hrncir

Houston, Texas • Philanthropist and Volunteer

Established the Hrncir Leadership Speakers Series at The Kinkaid School; serves on the executive boards of the Partnership for Baylor College of Medicine, The Huffington Center on Aging, and the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution; is an Executive Committee Director of the Salvation Army Women’s Auxiliary; founder and past president SMU’s Pony Parents, commissioning committee member for the USS George H.W. Bush, Nimitz Class aircraft carrier; co-chair for the Barbara Bush Foundation’s A Celebration of Reading; 2007 Crohn and Colitis Foundation Woman of Distinction.
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Dee Lincoln

Dallas, Texas • Restaurateur and Philanthropist

Partner and Vice President, Del Frisco’s Double Eagle Steak House, which has successfully expanded from Dallas to Fort Worth, Denver, New York, Las Vegas, Charlotte, and Houston with a 2008 opening in Philadelphia. Recipient of many national, regional and local awards including the Texas Restaurant Association’s Restaurateur of the Year award, nomination by Wine Enthusiast Magazine for Restaurateur of the Year; 2008 Savor Dallas Spirit Award, 2008 Women That Soar “Brilliantly You” Lifetime Achievement Award for extraordinary philanthropy, Restaurants & Institutions Magazine’s Ivy Award bestowed by her industry peers and founder of the Del Frisco’s Classic Golf Tournament, recognized by the National Cystic Fibrosis Foundation as the number one net profit tournament in the United States out of 80 cities.
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Pat Montandon

Beverly Hills, California • Author and Activist

Named one of the top hostesses in the United States by Esquire magazine; radio and television personality; newspaper columnist; founder, Children as the Peacemakers, an international foundation seeking to stop nuclear proliferation; received the United Nations Peace Messenger Award; nominated for the Nobel Peace prize; recipient of the Russian Federation Medal in Memory of Anne Frank; subject of a 2000 PBS documentary; best-selling author of How to Be a Party Girl, The Intruders, Making Friends, (the first Soviet-American co-publication), Celebrities and their Angels, and Oh The Hell of It All, a memoir, currently working on Recipes for Conversation based on her Roundtable salons.
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Tara I. Stacom

New York, New York • Litchfield, Connecticut • Naples, Florida

Vice Chairman and Board of Directors, Cushman & Wakefield, Inc. a global real estate firm.
Consistently ranks among the top real estate brokers worldwide and in 2004 was the number one broker, the only woman ever to achieve this rank. “One of the 100 Most Influential Women in Business”- Crain’s New York Business. New York Executives in Real Estate (WX) Woman of the Year. Lehigh University’s Board of Trustees and Business School Board of Advisors, where she established a minor in real estate in the business college and received an Alumni Award in recognition of her commitment and service to her alma mater. WX, Girls, Inc. and Orvis/Cushman & Wakefield board member. Director of the Realty Foundation of New York; and a Member of the Real Estate Board of New York, the Ethics Committee and Commercial Brokerage Division’s Board of Directors.
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Annette Sykora

Slaton, Texas • Automotive Professional and Community Volunteer

A third generation new car dealer and dealer principal of two Texas automobile dealerships; 2008 chairman of the National Automobile Dealers Association (NADA), represents new car dealers of northern Texas on the association’s board of directors, chair of the NADA Executive Committee; trustee of NADA charitable foundation board, former chair of finance committee of the First United Methodist Church, and a board member of the Slaton Chamber of Commerce; served on the Oversight and Strategic planning committees of WorkSource of the South Plains; 1993 named Boss of the Year by the Slaton Chamber of Commerce, and was 2005 Chamber member of the year.
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Dee Wyly

Dallas, Texas and Aspen, Colorado • Civic Leader and Volunteer Extraordinaire

Supporter of issues including children’s causes, women’s rights, and the arts; serves on the advisory board of KICKSTART, an organization fighting the war on drugs, gangs, and youth violence; the National Advisory Board of Anderson Ranch Art Center, Leadership Council for Brain Health at the University of Texas, Dallas Arboretum and more; former member of the President’s Advisory Committee for the John F. Kennedy Center for Performing Arts; named Les Femmes du Monde Woman of the Year for 2007; received the Texas Discovery Gardens’ Flora Award, the American Jewish Committee’s Human Relations Award, and Spirit of World Thanksgiving Award.
















About the
NORTHWOOD UNIVERSITY
Distinguished Women Award
In 1970, the Northwood University board of trustees, under the inspiration of founders Dr. Arthur E. Turner and Dr. R. Gary Stauffer, established the Distinguished Women’s Award to recognize the enormous contribution women make to communities, businesses, volunteer agencies and public and private sector services worldwide. The first ceremony was held in the St. Regis Hotel in Detroit, Michigan. The award honors women of outstanding achievement who represent the values the university espouses for its own graduates. It is awarded annually and never in absentia. 

The ceremony has been held in various cities, bringing national recognition to the honorees and allowing individuals from many parts of the nation to participate. Friends and families of the awardees are joined by community leaders, business leaders and the many individuals, corporations and public and private entities who appreciate the significance of their contributions. Each year women who previously have received the award return to the ceremony to serve as sponsors to the incoming candidates and to celebrate friendships and accomplishments. Tickets are sold and sponsorships are sought in order to cover expenses. Any proceeds from the program will be used to benefit the students and enhance Northwood’s three campuses.

The awards are given to draw attention to the accomplishments of productive individuals who illustrate high achievement in areas which are specific to Northwood’s distinctive philosophy. This event creates an occasion to bring Northwood University to the attention of those who share an interest in its principles of higher education. These principles include a commitment to free enterprise, an arts and business partnership and global business management. Our women honorees serve as role models for our students and we encourage them to become involved with the University and our students in a variety of meaningful ways. 


About Northwood University 
Northwood University is committed to the most personal attention to prepare students for success in their careers and in their communities. It also promotes critical thinking skills and personal effectiveness, and the importance of ethics, individual freedom and responsibility.

Private, nonprofit and accredited, Northwood University specializes in managerial and entrepreneurial education at three full-service, residential campuses located in Southern Florida, mid-Michigan and Northern Texas.  Adult degree programs are available in eight states with many course delivery options, including online.  The DeVos Graduate School offers full-time and evening master’s degree programs for entrepreneurs and executives in Michigan, Texas and Switzerland.  The Alden B. Dow Creativity Center on the Midland, Michigan campus specializes in creative thinking and innovation development.  International education is offered through terms abroad and in Program Centers in Switzerland, China, Malaysia, Sri Lanka and Bahrain. Northwood University also operates the Margaret Chase Smith Library in Maine. 
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